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NETLAS NEWSLETTER 1-2023 
  

Happy New Year 2023 to all 
our NETLAS community & all 
those reading our monthly 

Newsletters!   

 
 

Why Does the New Year Start on January 1? 

 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

https://www.britannica.com/story/why-does-the-new-year-start-on-january-1
https://foto.wuestenigel.com/human-hand-writing-happy-new-year-2023-on-whiteboard/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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SECONDMENTS 
 

Netlas PhD Student 

Alejandro Martinez Jimenez  

Recruited by:  University of 
Kent, UK, Applied  Optics Group 
(AOG) 

Secondment started on 20 th  June 
till 17 th  December 2022 at  NKT 
Photonics, Denmark  
 

Duration: six months  

 

 
Returning to Kent with two 

lasers in my suit cases & 

taking the plane  
 
PhD Project: Nonlinear polarization rotation  laser followed by time stretch 

 
é..and the secondment also comes to an end Π  At NKT Photonics I had the 

opportunity to learn from a great international and diverse research team. I would 

like to thank the hospitality of their entire research group called ñFuture 

Technologiesò. After 6 months at NKT Photonics I accumulated a lot of 

experience from their researchers. Thanks for all the help and learning moments 

that I take now with myself, all these hours in the splicing room with Dung-Han 

and the theoretical moments with Rasmus Dybbro. These are moments that for 

sure Iôll never forget. Also I had the opportunity to show some of my research in 

the National Optical Conference in Aarhus, sharing with the team an amazing 

experience. Doing that I did understand the primary focus of the research group, 

which is to open novel venues in technology. 

Last but not least I wish all success to everyone in the Future Technologies group 

and looking forward to see more of their research in the near future! Thank you 

everyone for making my secondment possible!! 

 

https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd13-alejandro-martinez-jimenez/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/research-overview/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/research-overview/
https://www.nktphotonics.com/
https://www.nktphotonics.com/
https://www.nktphotonics.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dung-han-yeh-ab830092/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rasmus-dybbro-engelsholm-59235a9a/?originalSubdomain=dk
http://dops.dk/news/dops-annual-meeting-2022.htm
https://www.visitdenmark.com/denmark/destinations/aarhus-region/aarhus
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@Photos by Alejandro Martinez Jimenez  

 
 

 From right to left, 
Sacha Grelet, 
Dung-Han Yeh, 
and Alejandro 
working in the lab 
trying to mode-lock 
the laser 

 NKT building in a snowy day! 

 Ytterbium fiber viewed 
from an IR viewer 

 New CO2 splicer in the labs 
where I spent a long time 

https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd13-alejandro-martinez-jimenez/
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SECONDMENTS 
 

Netlas PhD Student 

Gopika Venugopal  

Recruited by:  University of Kent, UK, 
Applied  Optics Group (AOG) 

Secondment started on 23 th  
September till 2nd December 2022 at 
Research Center for Materials 
Characterization and Non-Destructive 
Testing RECENDT GmbH , Austria 

 
Duration: two  months  

 

 

 

PhD Project: Multiple bands swept source using a fast scanner and 
multiple emitters  

I had a great time at RECENDT, this secondment gave me an insight into how 
such organisation operates, giving importance to both being a company and a 
research facility. Though I encountered my own visa struggles reaching Austria 
for the secondment, I really enjoyed my stay in Linz. From being introduced to 
industrial applications of OCT and machine learning to exploring the country, 
everything was really interesting and fun. I was mainly working on 
characterising a wavefront division interferometric set-up for OCT applications 
and using it to image test samples. I would like to thank everyone at RECENDT 
for being so nice and welcoming. Special thanks to Dr. Bettina Heise and her 
OCT group for helping me in my work at the NETLAS Associated Partner 
RECENDT, for all those German translations and suggestions for food to try and 
places to visit (and for personally taking me to some of the places). I would also 
like to thank my supervisors, Dr. George Dobre and Prof. Adrian Podoleanu, for 
their constant support and help.  My stay in Austria also gave me the 
opportunity to meet my friends after so long and spend some time with them. I 
was also able to explore some parts of the country, and I found them really 
beautiful. Here are some photos from my stay in Austria. 

https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd15-gopika-venugopal/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/research-overview/
https://www.recendt.at/en/
https://www.recendt.at/en/
https://www.recendt.at/en/News-Detail/Bettina_Heise_OPN-EN.html
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/recendt/
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/recendt/
https://www.kent.ac.uk/physics-astronomy/people/369/dobre-george
https://www.kent.ac.uk/physics-astronomy/people/357/podoleanu-adrian
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       @Photos by Gopika Venugopal  

Pleschinger see, Linz 

Windischgarsten with Bettina With OCT group at RECENDT 

Mozartôs Birthplace 

at Salzburg 

Christmas market at Linz Hallstatt 

 

 

 

Hallstatt with my 

friends 

Christmas market at Vienna 

https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd15-gopika-venugopal/
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NETLAS PhD Student Mojdeh Vakili TabatabaeiȭÓ 

visit  to Max Planck Institute for the Science of Light, 

Germany 

12-16th December 2022 

 

Last month I had a chance to visit Max Planck Institute for the Science of Light 

(MPL) in Erlangen for part of the processing of my samples. I would like to take 

you on a short journey through it. I will write about some non-scientific and fun 

parts of my visit. 

 
My journey started with snow, my first real snow experience in Germany 

 

I was fascinated with the events that they hold regularly. I got the vibe that you 

can work and have simultaneously. For instance, every Monday one PhD student 

presents her/his work; this is a great opportunity to brainstorm and receive ideas 

from different perspectives. Every Friday, they discuss over breakfast, people 

bring what they enjoy or that belongs to their culture for others to taste. I was 

lucky to participate in Christmas party of the institute. It started with live music 

from a band formed by members of MPL. Toward the end of the event, there was 

a fun competition between research groups with the idea of making the tallest still 

standing tower out of cartons.  

 
 

 

https://netlas.aogkent.uk/phd8-mojdeh-vakili-tabatabaei/
https://mpl.mpg.de/
https://www.germany.travel/en/cities-culture/erlangen.html
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Fun competition between research groups at the Christmas party: who can make 

the tallest still standing tower out of cartons 

 

Ok! And a word about where I worked at MPL. I was spending my whole day in 

the cleanroom, which was one of the best-organized and well-equipped labs 

which I had the chance to visit till now. Each section has a responsible person: an 

electrical engineer, a chemical engineer, a photonics engineer, and so oné 

bringing their expertise together: I find this type of collaboration is one of the key 

points to success. 

 

At the end, I would like to thank my 

advisor Prof. Sascha Preu from TUDa 

for making this opportunity happen and 

all the lovely people at MPL especially 

Dr. Florentina Gannott and Dr. Irina 

Harder for their support and guidance. 

 

I leave here a photo of me, fully covered 

and ready to start the work in the 

cleanroom.  
 

@ Mojdeh Vakili Tabatabaei 

https://www.etit.tu-darmstadt.de/fachbereich/professuren_etit/etit_prof_details_41984.en.jsp
https://www.tu-darmstadt.de/index.en.jsp
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Florentina-Gannott
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Irina-Harder
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Irina-Harder
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Optica Fair Event, University of Kent 
 

On Tuesday 24th ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ CŀƛǊΩ was held by Kent Union at University of Kent 
to showcase a variety of societies they have to offer. As the Optica Student Chapter 
has recently become a society with Kent Union, a stall was held at this event for 
Applied Optics PhD students to share their activities and plans and to encourage 
interest in joining.  
 

Being held in the University Sports Hall meant that everybody was protected from the 
cold outside, which made for a lovely environment for students to stroll around and 
ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛpants from the Optica Chapter included NETLAS PhD 
Students Alejandro Martinez Jimenez, Philipp Tatar-Mathes, Gopika Venugopal and 
AOG PhD Students Julien Camard, and Lucy Abbott.  
 

To encourage visitors to the stall the chapter provided an array of sweet treats as well 
as a fun game. The game was in the form of a whiteboard maze, but with a twist. 
Participants were tasked with completing the maze whilst wearing prism glasses, 
inverting their vision. Each participant was timed and the fastest time won a prize on 
behalf of the student chapter. 

 

A friend of the student chapter, 
Carla Canedo Ribeiro, after 
completing the maze game.  

Photo by Julien Camard. 

 

PhD students Gopika Venugopal 
and Lucy Abbott representing the 

student chapter. 

Overall the day was very 
successful and all who were 

there appeared to have a 
great time promoting and 
talking about optics. The 

chapter looks forward to 
welcoming any new 

members who may arise 
from this event. Hopefully, 
some new faces will appear 

at the next event, being a 
board game social on the 

evening of the 26th! 

@Article by AOG PhD Student Lucy Abbott. 

https://kentunion.co.uk/big-fair
https://kentunion.co.uk/home
https://osachapter.aogkent.uk/
https://osachapter.aogkent.uk/
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd13-alejandro-martinez-jimenez/
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/phd3-philipp-tatar-mathes/
https://netlas.aogkent.uk/welcome/phd-students/phd15-gopika-venugopal/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/person/julien-camard/
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/person/lucy-abbott/
https://www.kent.ac.uk/biosciences/people/4170/canedo-ribeiro-carla
https://research.kent.ac.uk/applied-optics/person/lucy-abbott/

